
Kilgallioch Community Benefit Company (KCBC) was established in 2017 to look after
wind farm monies from ScottishPower Renewables (SPR) Kilgallioch wind farm. Its
purpose is to support rural regeneration and sustainability of communities across
Wigtownshire and South Carrick. KCBC is community driven, owned and led by
aspirations of local people. KCBC is run by a Board of up to twelve local volunteer
Directors elected by Company Members. 

Four communities, Old Luce, New Luce, Kirkcowan and Barrhill, play a key role in the
Company’s governance and also receive a direct payment from the fund each year for
localised distribution in those communities. KCBC annually distributes approximately
£475,000 to community led projects across Wigtownshire and South Carrick.
 

As a member of Kilgallioch Community Benefit
Company Ltd, the Board wants to keep you up to date
with all of the Company business by sending a
regular newsletter. We hope that you enjoy keeping
up to date throughout the year and look forward to
hearing your feedback - our contact details are on the
last page.

MEMBER UPDATE
KILGALLIOCH COMMUNITY BENEFIT COMPANY LTD - FUND NEWS
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KILGALLIOCH COMMUNITY BENEFIT COMPANY

Current Directors: Karen Stewart, Ann Robertson, Andy Clegg, Dr. Mhairi McKenna, 
Dr. Sheila Hainey, Nick Walker (Vice Chair), Fred Murray, Clifford Smithers, 

Derek Sloan (Treasurer), Neale McQuistin (Chair) Richard Marsh (not pictured)
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Tuesday 25th February saw the second

Annual General Meeting of Kilgallioch

Community Benefit Company. The

Board of Directors welcomed over 30

members of KCBC, guests and three

organisations who have been recipients

of funding from Kilgallioch Community

Fund. Each of the organisations took

the floor to speak to members about

their work and the projects funded by

the Kilgallioch Community Fund.

Members voted for their favourite of the

three presenting groups - Women of

Minnigaff and Newton Stewart

(W.O.M.A.N.S) came out top and were

awarded £1,000 towards their ongoing

work, with Stranraer Rotary and Coastal

Path Group and Aldouran Wetland

Garden each receiving £200. 

Formal AGM business took place after

the awarding of grants with the

confirmation of Directors, including

Richard Marsh who was welcomed on

to the Board as a representative of

Kirkcowan. 

So far 2020 has seen the distribution of

over £374,500 of funds to 43 charities

and community groups across

Wigtownshire and South Carrick. 

In addition, Old  Luce, New Luce,

Barrhill and Kirkcowan each received

£189,472.39 for local projects.
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SUMMARY OF
ACTIVITY 2020

AGM 2020

https://www.kilgallioch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/June-Awards-Summary.docx.pdf
https://www.kilgallioch.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/June-Awards-Summary.docx.pdf


An award of £2,588 from Kilgallioch Community Fund enabled the Club to complete
repairs to one of the paths in time for the 2018 playing season. The Club surrounds are
now safer to use by members and players from further afield. The Club estimates
around 90 people have benefitted, including the members and their friends, young
people accompanying adult players, competitors from the Rhins and Machars at open
tournaments, and local people hiring the Clubhouse for private events.

Financial constraints meant only limited repairs and maintenance could be carried out
without grant funding and as a result, the Club embarked on a programme of
refurbishment. The Club secured a grant of £2,006 from National Lottery’s Awards For
All to contribute to the cost of installing new flooring and seating. The Club however
still needed additional funding to cover the cost of replacing the Clubhouse’s six
draughty single-glazed windows and to repair external paving.

Drummore Bowling Club, based in the South Rhins peninsula, is a long-
established local sports club with 25 members. The Clubhouse is also hired by
other local people for meetings and events. The Clubhouse had not however
been refurbished significantly since 1923, except for urgent repairs and was in
very poor condition.

SPOTLIGHT ON...
DRUMMORE BOWLING CLUB
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Dave Simm, Club Treasurer said:  
“Our project could not have happened

without Kilgallioch Funding”

https://www.facebook.com/StranraerMillenniumCentre/?tn-str=k*F
https://www.facebook.com/StranraerMillenniumCentre/?tn-str=k*F
https://www.facebook.com/StranraerMillenniumCentre/?tn-str=k*F


SPOTLIGHT ON...
 STRANRAER WATER SPORTS ASSOCIATION
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Stranraer Watersports Association was formed in 2016 with the purpose of
promoting water sports and providing a central point of contact for all water sport
enthusiasts within the Loch Ryan area. The Association successfully applied to
host the Skiffie Worlds (the world championship for the St Ayles Skiff class of
coastal rowing boat) between 7th and 13th July 2019 and were awarded £10,000
from Kilgallioch Community Fund towards the costs of hosting. 

Rising to the challenge of organising the complex event, Stranraer Watersports

Association delivered a full week of packed world championship coastal rowing alongside

a diverse programme of shoreside activities for the local community, competitors and

visitors to the town, creating a buzzing atmosphere for the full week. 

58 rowing clubs from across the globe made

the journey to Stranraer, with teams coming

from as far afield as Tasmania and Canada.

The unusual competition requires teams to

build their ‘skiff’ coastal rowing boats before

they take to the water to race them. Around

2,500 participants took part in the rowing, with

an estimated 27,000 additional visitor attending

events throughout the week.

A programme of activities for all ages was run each day from 11 am to midnight with

music, children’s entertainers, games, craft workshops, theatre and an artisan food and

craft market. Stranraer Watersports Association also welcomed the Princess Royal to

the SkiffieWorlds in her role as President of the Royal Yachting Association. HRH

started the first race and awarded medals to competitors. 



area to benefit from Kilgallioch Windfarm now it is operational. I consider it a privilege to be a

Director for KCBC and a responsibility I take very seriously.

Is there a project that has inspired you and why? It is hard to choose one, but the Women

of Minnigaff and Newton Stewart (W.O.M.A.N.S) is an example of community spirit at its best.

For a relatively small amount (£893) the number of people who have benefited, and continue

to benefit is substantial. The pride the group have in their local town and their enthusiasm is

inspiring.

In 10 years what difference do you hope the Fund will have made? Ideally I would hope

that each and every one of the groups funded will continue to go from strength to strength

and in 10 years' time their combined efforts will make Wigtownshire and South Carrick a very

desirable place to live, work and visit for all.

Dr. Sheila Hainey

Karen is one of the most recent additions to the KCBC Board of

Directors, joining in October 2019 representing New Luce. Karen

is a part-time Primary School teacher of P.E. as well as helping

out on the farm and with the training of the seven Collies. 

What interested you in becoming a director? There are turbines on

the farm where I live and part of my previous role as a teacher was to

teach pupils about renewable energy so I was fortunate to witness the

construction process from start to finish. I am keen to support the local 

Born and raised in Ayrshire, Sheila first got to know Stranraer and

the Rhins while on visits to relatives as a child and on family walks

in the Galloway hills. After time spent at Edinburgh University and

a varied caeer which included genetics research and fund

management, Sheila and her husband moved to the Rhins in 2016.

What interested you in becoming a Director? When I first heard about

KCBC, I really did like the list of fund priorities and felt I had some skills

that could contribute to the board.

What do you find most interesting as a Director? Having spent much of my life in or close

to large cities, I was astonished at the diversity of projects and events in the small rural

communities of the KCBC area of benefit. The energy and enthusiasm, to say nothing of the

skills and commitment, which people bring to activities which contribute to the wellbeing of

young and old are truly inspiring. It is humbling to see how people can make real changes for

the better, often with the most basic of resources.

What kind of legacy do you hope the Fund will have in the area? It would be wonderful if

the Kilgallioch fund could leave a legacy of an area more prosperous, where more people

could work and raise their families in thriving, vibrant local communities.

SPOTLIGHT ON...KCBC DIRECTORS
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Karen Stewart
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W.O.M.A.N.S winning their award at this year's KCBC AGM

Due to the ongoing impact of coronavirus (Covid-19), dates for future rounds of funding

in 2020 will be fixed in late July. Until then the Board will continue to monitor the impact

of coronavirus (Covid-19) across Wigtownshire and South Carrick so that KCBC can

respond to community need appropriately. Our website is kept up to date with the latest

information.

Keep an eye out for our Impact Report coming later in 2020, focusing on the impact of

the Kilgallioch Community Fund over its first two years of grantmaking.

Contact us

KCBC retains Foundation Scotland, a

national grant-making charity, to provide

administrative services.  Their South of

Scotland team, based in Gatehouse of Fleet,

is always happy to help with enquiries.

info@kilgallioch.co.uk
01557 814927
www.kilgallioch.co.uk

WHAT'S NEXT FOR KCBC?

http://www.kilgallioch.co.uk/

